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The Lord Chancellors.
181
: Alexander observed, that the Chancellors in England :hosen from views much infcriour to  the office, beinj,; 2n from temporary political views.    JOHNSON. '\\liy, n such a government as ours, no man is appointed to an 2 because he is the fittest for it, nor hardly in any other rnment; because there arc so many connexions and tie* .encies to be studied'.    A despotick prince may choose in to an office, merely because he is the fittest for it. King of Prussia may do it.'    SIR A. ' I think, Sir, al-: all great lawyers, such at least as have written upon have known only law, and nothing1 else,'    JoitxsoN, y no, Sir; Judge Hale was a great lawyer, and wrote i law; and yet he knew a great many other things, and written upon other things.    Selden too.'    SlK A. ' Very Sir; and Lord Bacon.    But was not Lord Coke a mnv •er?'     JOHNSON.   'Why, I am afraid, he was;  but. laid have taken it very ill if you had told him so.    lie Id have prosecuted you for scandal.'    BosWKI.l.. 'Lord .sfield is not a mere lawyer.'    JOHNSON.  ' No, Sir,    I :r was in Lord Mansfield's company; but   Lord   Man*,-, was distinguished at the University.    Lord MansiU-hl, .1 he first came to town, "drank champagne with the " as Prior says2.    He was the friend of Tope V   SlK A. risters, I believe, are not so abusive now as they \vnv erly.    I fancy they had less law long ago, and so \vrn-;ed to take to abuse, to fill up the time,    Now thry such a number of precedents, they have no occasion
ord Campbell (Lives of the Chancellors, v. 449) points mil iluit :onversation followed close on the appointment of' the imuimjir-Bathurst' as Chancellor. ' Such a conversation,' IIP adds, • wmiM .ave occurred during the chancellorship of Lord Hurdwfckr or Somers.'
' But if at first he minds his hits, And drinks champagne among the wits/ Ac:.
Prior's < '/wwf/rw/, 1. \<}.
Plain truth, dear Murrayt needs no flowers of Hptvrh/ !'«»{«• addresses him in'Epistle vi. Book i. of his Imitations ,///,»/,/,,• i he dedicated to him.
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